
First Church of Monson, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 22, 2024

As a Christian community of faith and love,
we at First Church strive to accept and respect all people.

- Core Values, 2022



*Those who are able are invited to stand. 1



First Church of Monson, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 22, 2024

Prelude The Angel Gabriel -Paul Manz (1919-2009)

A Time for Children

Welcome and Announcements

Lighting of the Advent Candle - Janice Muldrew

L: Today, we come to the end of the season of Advent.
Still, we look for God’s light to shine in our world.

(Light one purple candle)

P: God’s light can reveal a joy beyond our imagination.
Holy One, may joy live in our hearts and shine in our
world. This is the candle of Love.

Advent Wreath Hymn

We lift the light of love, O God,
Your candle in our night.

You come to give and help us live
The mighty love of Christ.

You come to give and help us live
The mighty love of Christ.

*Opening Hymn My Soul Gives Glory to My God (Page 1)
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*Morning Prayer (Unison)
In your love, Holy One, we have become your family. When
you sent the world a teacher in Christ, we didn't know that
we were his sisters and brothers. We did not understand the
significance of our new place. You have adopted us, taken us
in, so that even those who do not knowmother or father or
sister or brother on earth may have you, so that each one of
us can be the part of the same family, so that neighbors and
enemies all may have one blood and one understanding of
peace. We are lucky, Holy One, to call you mother and
father, our Protector and Redeemer. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father; and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen. Amen.

Anthem The Angel Gabriel -Arr. By Richard Shephard

Giving of Ourselves
Call to Offering

Let us share our tithes and offerings this morning for
the work of our church and for the healing of the
world.

Offertory Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear (Page 6)
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*Doxology

*Prayer of Dedication
We dedicate our gifts to you Holy One as we welcome
your presence today in our lives. Amen.

Scripture Reading Luke 1:39-55
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a
Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why
has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And
Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47andmy spirit
rejoices in Godmy Savior, 48for he has looked with favor
on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
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generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has
done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and
lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good
things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according
to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and
to his descendants forever.”

Sermon Hymn My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise (Page 9)

Sermon “Love Song”

Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father andMother who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Hymn O Come Divine Messiah (Pages 10)

*Benediction

Postlude O Come Divine Messiah - Jean-Jacques Beauvarlet- Charpentier
(1734-1794)
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Serving You Today
Worship Leaders:
Ministers of the Congregation All Members of First Church
Pastor Rev. Jack Kraaz
Director of Music Ministries Kiel Krommer
Greeters/Ushers Donna Okscin & Janice Muldrew
Lay Reader Carolyn & Sprout Horacek
Fellowship Music Committee

Officers:
Moderator Cindy DeSellier
Clerk Carol Mullen
Treasurer Suzanne Kelley
Chair, Board of Deacons Jeanne Dill
Chair, Board of Trustees David Sanborn

Staff:
Church Administrator Lee Brahen
Sunday School Superintendent Erin Greene Wallace
Custodian Linda Whippie

Office Hours, Pastoral Care, and Contact Information

The office is open Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. Pastor Jack is in the office on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and at other times by appointment. You can
always leave a message on the church answering machine at
413-267-3312 when the office is not staffed or contact the
office by email at office@firstchurchmonson.org
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In Our Love and Prayers

Please complete a Prayer Request Form and place it in the offering plate
if you wish to include a name in next Sunday’s bulletin. Your loved one
will remain on the prayer list for one month, after which you may
resubmit a request if necessary.

For healing and support:
Doris Carpenter Renee
Louise Carolyn Lewis
Diana Nothe-Taylor Beverly
Carol Snyder Richard D’Aquila
Chris Marlaina
Martha Warren

For comfort in grief:
The Family and Loved Ones of Joel Wheeler
The Family of AndrewMyers
The Family of Roger Ryder

For strength and comfort during war:
The people of Ukraine
The people of Israel and Gaza
The people of Palestine and Lebanon
The people of Syria

For all service people, wherever they may be:
Chelsea Carr Stephen Dill, USN
Malik Pugh, USMC Tim Olson, USN
Michael Wales, USN
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This Week in the Life of the Congregation

December 22, Sunday 10:00 a.m. - Worship (S)
11:00 a.m. - Fellowship (F)
11:30-12:30 p.m. - Deacons’ Meeting (PS)
11:45-12:45 p.m. - Community Choir (SSA)

December 23, Monday 3:00-4:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts (SSA)
6:00-8:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts (SSA)

December 24, Tuesday CHRISTMAS EVE
Office Closed
7:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service (S)

December 25, Wednesday CHRISTMAS DAY
Building Closed

December 28, Saturday 7:00-8:30 a.m. - AA (L)

December 29, Sunday MESSENGER DEADLINE
10:00 a.m. - Worship (S)
11:00 a.m. - Fellowship (F)

C - Sprague Chapel
F - Fellowship Hall
K - Kitchen
L - Library
P - Parking Lot
S - Sanctuary
SA - Sunday School Auditorium
SS - Sunday School Classroom
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Church News

Upcoming Due Dates. As we approach the end of 2024, please be
aware of these due dates. The deadline for the January/February
Messenger is Sunday, December 29, 2024. Articles for the Annual
Meeting Warrant are also due by Sunday, December 29, 2024. The
warrant will be mailed with theMessenger. Both can be sent to
carellen7@gmail.com. Annual Reports are due to Lee by Sunday,
January 12, 2025. Please email them to the Church Office at
office@firstchurchmonson.org.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Mark your calendars for the
Christmas Eve candlelight service which will begin at 7:00 p.m. on
Christmas Eve. Please be sure to bring your friends and family to
this beautiful service.

TheMitten Tree. TheMitten Tree is set up in the narthex. Our hope
is to cover the mitten tree in mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves for
men, women, and children in need. The donated items will be
delivered to the Springfield Rescue Mission after Christmas. Please
support this important mission to help keep those in need warm this
winter. Thank you.

December 29 Fellowship. Do you have too many sweets (if that’s
possible!) in your house following Christmas? Please bring some to
share for fellowship on December 29. Beverages and non-sweet
choices will be provided. Thank you!

Join the First Church Choir. We know you love to sing, so we are
inviting you to join our adult choir and add to the angels who lead
our hymns, sing our anthems and introits, and embrace the power of
music in worship. Choir rehearsals are Thursday evenings from 6:30
to 8:00 p.m. in the Sunday School Auditorium under the direction of
Kiel Krommer, Director of Music Ministries. There is no need to
audition or sign up, just come.
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Christmas Flowers 2024
Given by In Memory of

Bill & Lynn Galica Lisa Castelli

John Watson & Michelle Duggan James Lee Watson, Jr.

Carol Mullen Bill and Emmy Hayes

Laurie Clarke Bruce Clarke, Cliff Graves,

Roy & Shirley Graves

Donna & Michael Okscin Robert & Dorothy Harris

Diane Cousineau Lillian Lewison

Chris Evans Bob Evans

Doug & Suzanne Kelley Debra Kelley; Garold Thumm

Everett & Gloria Kelley

Bill & Janice Woods

Given by In Celebration of

John & Gay Paluch Jesus, the light of hope
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Welcome to First Church

Welcome! If this is your
first or second Sunday with
us, we are grateful that
you’ve come to be with us

this morning. It is our hope that
you experience the love of Christ
and God’s presence during our
worship. If you have any questions
at all about where to go or what to
do, our deacons, ushers, and church
members are here to assist in
making you feel right at home, so
please do not hesitate to ask.

All members and guests are
encouraged to wear name tags.
Guests may obtain a temporary
adhesive name tag from an usher.

The Sacrament of Communion
is offered the first Sunday of the
month. All are welcome to partake
of the Lord’s Supper. It is up to
parents to decide whether their
children are ready to receive this
Sacrament.

Handicapped parking and a
wheelchair ramp to the church and
Fellowship Hall are on the High
Street side of the building. Hearing
assistive devices are available from
the ushers.

Fellowship Hour begins after
worship in Fellowship Hall (just
follow the crowd). Please join us for
refreshments and conversation.

Our Let’s Eat breakfast is on
the third Sunday of eachmonth.
Come enjoy a hearty breakfast from
8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. before
worship. Donations are gratefully
accepted but not required.

Learnmore. If you would like
to learn more about First Church,
please call us at (413) 267-3312,
email to
office@firstchurchmonson.org, or
visit our website at
http://www.firstchurchmonson.org.

Nomatter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
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