
The First Church of Monson, Congregational
United Church of Christ

Epiphany Sunday
Sunday, January 5, 2025

As a Christian community of faith and love,
we at First Church strive to accept and respect all people.

- Core Values, 2022
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First Church of Monson, Congregational
United Church of Christ

Epiphany Sunday
January 5, 2025

Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begotten - David Lasky (b. 1957)

Welcome and Announcements

Introit

*Passing of the Lord’s Peace

*Call to Worship

L: Arise, shine; for your light has come.

P: And the glory of our God has risen upon us.

L: The Holy One has pity on the weak and needy;

P: God redeems their life from oppression and violence.

L: Precious in God’s sight are the widows, widowers,
and orphans of war;

P: Precious in God’s sight are the addicted and confused.

L: Precious in God’s sight are the abused and neglected;

P: Precious in God’s sight are the poor and desperate;

L: Precious in God’s sight are all those who sit on the
margins;

P: Precious in God’s sight are all who long for justice;

L: The glory of our God will rise upon them;
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P: The glory of our God will rise upon us all.

*Opening Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old (Page 1)

*Prayer of Confession (RCD)

Holy One, who has pity on the weak and needy, we come
before you admitting our brokenness. We confess that we
have not been a source of light to those in desperate need of
light, and we confess that we have run from your light,
preferring to hide in the dark places of our own need. Have
mercy on us. Lift up your eyes and look around. Shine the
light of your love on us all, that we may reflect your light in
the places of our lives. Amen.

*Words of Grace and Assurance
The Holy One looks up and sees our needs. In Jesus, God
has shined the light of love on us all. In the warm glow of
God’s light, our path is illumined, so we leave this place
enabled to look up and see the needs of those around us.
For this great gift, we give you thanks.

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen. Amen.

Anthem In the Bleak Midwinter - Robert Lau

Giving of Ourselves
Call to Offering

As the magi of old, guided by a light in the night sky,
brought gifts of gratitude to God, so we bring our

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 3



gifts. May these gifts be a source of light to those in
need.

Offertory Hymn We Three Kings of Orient Are (Page 7)

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Holy One, receive these gifts from our glad and
generous hearts. We dedicate them to you and the work
of your church, both here and throughout the world.
Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORDwill
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your
sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall
be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and
be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth
of the nations shall come to you. 6Amultitude of camels
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold
and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the
LORD.
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Second Reading Matthew 2: 1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of themwhere the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by nomeans
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then
Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.”
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to
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return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

Sermon “What’s an Epiphany Anyway?”

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation
Prayer of Consecration
Communion Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together (Page 8)

Sharing the Bread and Cup
Please partake of the bread at the moment most
meaningful to you. Please wait to partake of the cup
until all are served; then we drink as one.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Closing Hymn What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright (Page 9)

*Benediction

Postlude Ding Dong Merrily on High - Charles Callahan (1951-2023)
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Serving You Today

Worship Leaders
Ministers of the Congregation All Members of First Church
Pastor Rev. Jack Kraaz
Director of Music Ministries Kiel Krommer
Lay Reader RoyMiller

Officers
Moderator Cindy DeSellier
Clerk Carol Mullen
Treasurer Suzanne Kelley
Chair, Board of Deacons Jeanne Dill
Chair, Board of Trustees David Sanborn

Members at Large Lynn Galica
Elaine Harris
Mary Newland

Staff
Church Administrator Lee Brahen
Sunday School Superintendent Erin Greene Wallace
Custodian Linda Whippie

Office Hours, Pastoral Care, and Contact Information

The office is open Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. Pastor Jack is in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and at
other times by appointment. You can always leave a message on the
church answering machine at 413-267-3312 when the office is not
staffed or contact the office by email at office@firstchurchmonson.org.

mailto:office@firstchurchmonson.org


IN OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS

Please complete a Prayer Request Form and place it in the offering
plate if you wish to include a name in next Sunday’s bulletin. Your
loved one will remain on the prayer list for one month, after which
youmay resubmit a request if necessary.

For healing and support:
Doris Carpenter Renee
Louise Carolyn Lewis
Diana Nothe-Taylor Beverly
Carol Snyder Richard D’Aquila
Chris Marlaina
Martha Warren Julie
Mary Lincolnhoker Joseph B.

For comfort in grief:
The Family and Loved Ones of Joel Wheeler
The Family of AndrewMyers
The Family of Roger Ryder
The Family of A.J. Milne

For strength and comfort during war:
The people of Ukraine
The people of Israel and Gaza
The people of Palestine and Lebanon
The people of Syria

For all service people, wherever they may be:
Chelsea Carr Stephen Dill, USN
Malik Pugh, USMC Tim Olson, USN
Michael Wales, USN



This Week in the Life of the Congregation

January 5, Sunday 10:00 a.m. - Worship (S)
11:00 a.m. - Degreening of Sanctuary
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - Church Council (L)
11:45-12:45 p.m. - Community Choir (SSA)
6:00-8:00 p.m. - Trustees Meeting (L)

January 6, Monday 3:00-4:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts (SSA)
6:00-8:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts (SSA)

January 7, Tuesday All 2024 Vouchers due in Office
4:00-5:00 p.m. - Barre Above Class (SSA)

January 8, Wednesday 6:00-8:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts (SSA)

January 9, Thursday 6:30-8:00 p.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal (SSA)

January 11, Saturday 7:00-8:30 a.m. - AA (L)

January 12, Sunday Annual Reports Due
10:00 a.m. - Worship (S)
11:00 a.m. - Fellowship (F)
11:30-1:30 p.m. - Church Council (L)
11:45-12:45 p.m. - Community Choir (SSA)

C - Sprague Chapel
F - Fellowship Hall
K - Kitchen
L - Library
P - Parking Lot
S - Sanctuary
SA - Sunday School Auditorium
SS - Sunday School Classroom



Church News

Vouchers/Expenses for 2024. Please be sure to have all
vouchers and expenses for 2024 in the office no later than
Tuesday, January 7, 2025.

Annual Reports. Annual reports are due in the office on
Sunday, January 12, 2024.

Degreening of the Sanctuary. The Christmas decorations in
the sanctuary must be removed, repaired, and stored until
next year. This will take place today from 11:00 a.m. until we
are done! Please plan to stay after service to help. People
who are not on Church Council are especially needed as there
is a budget meeting at that time.

Automatic PledgeWithdrawal. It is not too late for you to
have your First Church pledge withdrawn automatically from
your bank account eachmonth! You do not have to be a
member to use this service. Fill out the form in the bulletin
and get it to Suzanne Kelley as soon as possible. You will have
one less item to attend to eachmonth in 2025!

Conflict ResolutionWorkshop. Pastor Jack will be offering a
Workshop on Conflict Resolution and Interventions for
Healthy Congregations. The workshop and training will be
held on Saturday, February 1st, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon in
the Fellowship Hall. The event is open to all. Mark your
calendar!





Welcome to First Church

Welcome! If this is your
first or second Sunday with
us, we are grateful that
you’ve come to be with us

this morning. It is our hope that
you experience the love of Christ
and God’s presence during our
worship. If you have any questions
at all about where to go or what to
do, our deacons, ushers, and church
members are here to assist in
making you feel right at home, so
please do not hesitate to ask.

All members and guests are
encouraged to wear name tags.
Guests may obtain a temporary
adhesive name tag from an usher.

The Sacrament of Communion
is offered the first Sunday of the
month. All are welcome to partake
of the Lord’s Supper. It is up to
parents to decide whether their
children are ready to receive this
Sacrament.

Handicapped parking and a
wheelchair ramp to the church and
Fellowship Hall are on the High
Street side of the building. Hearing
assistive devices are available from
the ushers.

Fellowship Hour begins after
worship in Fellowship Hall (just
follow the crowd). Please join us for
refreshments and conversation.

Our Let’s Eat breakfast is on
the third Sunday of eachmonth.
Come enjoy a hearty breakfast from
8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. before
worship. Donations are gratefully
accepted but not required.

Learnmore. If you would like
to learn more about First Church,
please call us at (413) 267-3312,
email to
office@firstchurchmonson.org, or
visit our website at
http://www.firstchurchmonson.org.

Nomatter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

http://www.firstchurchmonson.org

