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The Church Office is usually open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 

9 AM to 1 PM.  Pastor Peter will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

and Thursdays from 10 AM to 3 PM, or by appointment. 

 

Please visit our website to see the calendar at www.firstchurchmonson.org.  
 

 
 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Mission of the First Church of Monson is  

to praise God through prayer, 

to share the Word and love of God by promoting fellowship in the community, 

and to serve as stewards of God’s creation – 

all in a manner that glorifies God and emulates Christ. 
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As I sit writing this pastor’s message, I’m reflecting on my new spiritual 
home and family out here in Monson. I couldn’t be more excited about the 
great things that are happening and First Church. 
 
In the past six months, I’ve been blessed to minister with and among you in 
this beloved community of faith. With the staff, Deacons, Trustees and all of 
the other committees and groups of the church we’ve run the church, 
collected and distributed clothing, food, and toys to those in need,  visited 
people, prayed for members and friends, and  held some remarkable and 
joyous social events. At the core of all of this is our worship, where, in the 
season of Advent, we have told and retold the stories of the miraculous 
birth of our Savior and King, Baby Jesus.  
 
January brings the hope of a new year. In this time of New Years’ 
resolutions, I am reminded of Jesus’ words as recorded in the Gospel of 
Matthew: 
 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” -Matthew 22: 34-40 
 
I hope that as we enter this new year, 2,000+ years after the birth of Jesus, 
along with our other resolutions, we heed the words of this greatest 
commandment. 
 
Looking forward to faithful and fruitful new year, 
 
Peace, 
Peter 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Stewardship News and Notes  

 
We are tying up all of the loose ends from this year’s stewardship campaign. As 

this issue of the Messenger went to press, we had pledges totaling $100,244 from 

72 families or individuals. We are still hoping to reach our goal of $103,000 for 

2019.  

 

Our deepest thanks go to all who have pledged. Without your support, First Church 

couldn’t provide us with all of the worship, services, and activities that we all love. 

We have prepared a budget based on our expected income by the end of December. 

But we will gratefully accept pledges at any time.  

 

Our proposed budget for 2109 currently shows a deficit. All of the committees are 

looking for ways to either decrease their expenses or increase their income or both. 

Hopefully, by the annual meeting on the first Sunday of February, we will have 

solid numbers and a balanced budget. 

 

Your Stewardship Team, Crystal, Doug, and Pastor Peter 
 

 

 
 

The De-greening of the Sanctuary is planned for Sunday , January 6 

following the worship service  to pack away the Christmas decorations. 

Any time you can give will be greatly appreciated. The de-greening of the 

Sanctuary generally goes more quickly than the greening. 
 
 

The 2019 Sanctuary Flower form and sign-up sheet are available in the 

Fellowship Room. Please complete one form for each arrangement donated.  
 
 

Reminder: Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, February 3, 2019 following the 

worship service.  



 
 
 

 

Annual Reports (except financial) are due in to the Church Office by Sunday, 

January 6, 2019.  Please email your report in Word or Publisher format to 

office@firsthurchmonson.org . 
 

 

 
 

Monson Emergency Fuel Fund 
 

From now through March 20, 2019, all loose change placed in the offertory plate 

will be donated to the Monson Emergency Fuel Fund. A ‘thank you’ to everyone 

who donated a Christmas poinsettia. The sale of poinsettias resulted in a donation 

of $42.45 to the Monson Emergency Fuel Fund. 
 

 

 
 

Notice to those who give online 
 

If you have your pledge fulfilled by automatic withdrawal from your bank account, 

you must complete a new form for 2019. The forms can be found in the narthex 

and in the Fellowship Room. Completed forms may be left in the Church Office 

mail slot or in the offering plate. Thank you.  
 

 
 

 

Winter weather cancellations 
 

Watch any of these televisions stations, CBS Channel 3, ABC Channel 40, 

WWLP-TV Channel 22 Fox Channel 6, or go to www.westernmassnews.com or 

www.WWLP.com to see if worship services or other church activities haven been 

cancelled due to inclement weather. 
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“Shop Once, Give Twice “Alternative Gifts Market Update 
Sponsored by the former Monson Farmers’ Market 

 

 

Through the generous donations of those who ‘shopped’ at 

the Alternative Gift Market  the lives of many of the world’s 

neediest will be made better through donations to Heifer 

Project, Church World Service, and Nourish North Carolina. 

Special thanks go to the Missions in Motion Sunday School 

students who expertly prepared and served milkshakes in 

order to raise funds to purchase a heifer. Their one day sales 

raised $90.00! A detailed accounting of all donations will 

appear in the February Messenger. 
 

 

 

 
The daily lectionary Scripture readings for January can be found at  
https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/jan+2019.pdf  
 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday, January 1 – Happy New Year! (Church Office is closed.) 
 

Sunday, January 6 – Epiphany,  
     De-greening of the church after worship 
 

Monday, January 14 – Loaves and Fishes serving date 
 

Sunday, January 17 – Monson Open Pantry 
 
Monday, January 21, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Church Office will be closed on 
Tuesday, January 22 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.) 

 

https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/jan+2019.pdf


Trustees’ Corner 

 
The trustees want the congregation to be aware of several current issues. 

 

Á Scheduling Activities – All activities and meetings that are held at First 

Church must be on the official calendar that is kept by Lee Brahen, the 

office administrator, who works closely with the trustees on building use.  

Call Lee at 413-267-3312 to find out if the time and space that you want to 

use is available.  Ongoing activities like Cub Scouts and choir practice take 

precedence over occasional activities.  For the most part, activities are 

scheduled on a first come, first served basis.  Remember to schedule set-up 

time for events as well if that will be needed. 

 
Á Heat for Activities – If you or your group is planning an event or meeting at 

the church that requires heat, please contact the Church Office at 413-267-

3312 or office@firstchurchmonson.org . Steve checks the church calendar to 

see what events are scheduled in order to program the heat. 

 
Á Safety in the Building – Although there has not been a specific problem, 

the trustees advise anyone who is working in the church building alone to 

lock the exterior door after entering.  Anyone can walk in if you don’t, and 

the trustees want you to be safe.   

 

Á Elevator – At present, the elevator is working, but the venting is still not 

complete.  The trustees hope that this will be finished soon!  Remember: do 

not use the elevator if you are the only one in the building.  If it stops 

working when you are in it, no one will hear your calls for help. 

 

If you have questions about these items, please contact a trustee.   

 

Thank you. 

Suzanne, Chair of Trustees 

 
 

 
The 2019 Sanctuary Flower Form and sign-up calendar are available in Fellowship 

Hall. Members and friends who are hospitalized or homebound greatly appreciate 

receiving the flowers with our prayers. 
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January’s Fruit of the Holy Spirit: Joy 
 

 

 
 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, “these things I have spoken to you, that My joy remain 

in you, and that your joy be full.”                           - John 15:11 

 

 

1. How many times does the word “joy” appear in the Bible (RSV)?  

 

2. What NT book is known as the “book of joy”? 

 

 

1. 172 times (114 in OT and 58 in NT) – The number is much higher if counting 

forms of the word joy, such as joyful and rejoice. (Christian Bible Reference Site) 

 

2. Philippians – Joy is the theme of this book, despite being written by Paul while 

he was in prison. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


