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413-267-3312 
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www.firstchurchmonson.org 
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The Church Office is usually open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 

9 AM to 1 PM.  Pastor Peter will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

and Thursdays from 10 AM to 3 PM, or by appointment. 

 

Please visit our website and calendar at www.firstchurchmonson.org.  
 

 
 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Mission of the First Church of Monson is  

to praise God through prayer, 

to share the Word and love of God by promoting fellowship in the community, 

and to serve as stewards of God’s creation – 

all in a manner that glorifies God and emulates Christ. 

 
 

mailto:office@firstchurchmonson.org
http://www.firstchurchmonson.org/
http://www.facebook.com/firstchurchmonson
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Christ’s Light: Bringing the Light of Bethlehem to Monson 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

As we enter the season of Advent, our eyes and ears turn 

toward the town of Bethlehem. Not Pennsylvania, but THE 

Bethlehem. Christmas stories, scripture, carols and anthems 

tell the story of Mary and Joseph’s journey to the City of 

David, the birth of the Christ Child, and the birth of our 

savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

This year, First Church will experience Bethlehem in a 

different way. There is an organization called Bethlehem 

Peace Light whose goal is to  “help the light spread like the 

branches of a huge tree rooted in New York and spreading across the continent.” 

Each year, a child fetches the light from the grotto in Bethlehem where Jesus was 

born. The light is carried New York City and then carried across the US. Our sister 

congregation in Brimfield has used the light in their worship services for a few years 

and their pastor, Dawn Adams, has invited us to carry the light to our church so that 

we can use it for our own Advent and Christmas worship services. We are all invited 

to receive the light at a special ceremony on Saturday, December 8 at 5:00 p.m., at 

First Church in Brimfield.  

 

From there, we will be asking for volunteers to “host” the light in their homes, 

keeping it alive for use during our Advent and Christmas services.  

 

Think of the awesome gift it will be for us to light our Christmas Eve candles with an 

actual flame from Bethlehem in our midst. Joy to the World!  

 

If you would like to attend the service on Saturday, December 8 in Brimfield, or you 

would like to “host” the Bethlehem flame in your home, please do let me know.  

 

Christ’s Light,  

 

 
 

Rev. Peter D. Johnston, Pastor 

 

 

 



 

November Messenger Article Stewardship News and Notes  
 

 

 
 

 

On November 11, we celebrated Stewardship Sunday. On this day, we had 41 

families/individuals turn in their pledge cards for a total of $62,942. This is in line 

with first Sunday pledging in previous years. 

  
We will continue to collect pledges over the next several Sundays, so if you 

haven’t pledged by the time you read this Messenger article, it is not too late! We 

encourage you to turn in your pledge card during worship or to mail it to the 

church office. Our goal is to have $104,000 in pledges this year, so as you can see, 

we have quite a bit more to go.  

 
We also encourage friends and members who have not pledged in the past to take 

the plunge and pledge this year, even if it is for the first time. Pledge cards are 

available in the Sanctuary and the Narthex or you can call the church office, (267-

3312) and a pledge card will be mailed to you. Having pledges from as many 

members as possible makes our budgeting process more accurate because we have 

a good idea of what our income expected to be. 

 
Thank you to all who have pledged so far. 

 

Your Stewardship Team,  

 Pastor Peter, Doug, and Crystal  

 

 
 

 
The daily lectionary Scripture readings for December can be found at  
https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/dec+2018.pdf  
 

 

https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/dec+2018.pdf


“Shop Once, Give Twice “Alternative Gifts Market 
Sponsored by the former Monson Farmers’ Market 

December 2, 9, 16, 23 after worship 

Fellowship Hall 

 

 

We are commanded by Jesus to “love God and to love our 

neighbors.” Our neighbors are anyone for whom we do good 

works. Because funds from the former Monson Farmers’ 

Market are being used to sponsor this event, our neighbors 

are local, national, and global people in need of our help to 

support agriculture. This year’s Alternative Gifts Market will 

offer the following ways to help:  

 
It’s simple to give a gift with meaning – donate to purchase 

seeds*, corn*, or banana trees* through Church World Service. CWS has 

worked for seven decades with one goal: build a world where there is enough for 

all. A huge amount of hope can come from a small packet of seeds.  

 
Donations toward the purchase of animals like honeybees, chicks*, cow and fish* 

through Heifer International are life-changing gifts for families in need. Heifer 

International’s slogan is “a hand up, not a hand out.”  Our Sunday School youth 

will be selling milkshakes to help purchase a cow.  

 
Blue’s Wildflower Honey is a local beekeeper. Proceeds from the sale of his 

honey will go to Heifer for honeybees.   

 
All proceeds from the sale of Kathy’s bird photo cards will go to NourishNC 

(https://nourishnc.org/), to benefit children in need to food, in part due to Hurricane 

Florence. 

 
Other groups may be present. A token gift will be given for each $10.00 donation 

for starred items. Honor cards will be available for all donations.   

 

 

“Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.” 

                                                                                                           -Proverbs 22:9 

 

 

 

https://nourishnc.org/


 

 
 

 

 

 

Monson Emergency Fuel Fund 
 

From now through March 20, 2019, all loose change placed in the offertory plate 

will be donated to the Monson Emergency Fuel Fund. 

 

 

 

 

Notice to those who give online 
 

If you have your pledge fulfilled by automatic withdrawal from your bank account, 

you must complete a new form for 2019. The forms can be found in the narthex 

and in the Fellowship Room. Completed forms may be left in the Church Office 

mail slot or in the offering plate. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

Winter weather cancellations 
 

Watch any of these televisions stations, CBS Channel 3, ABC Channel 40, 

WWLP-TV Channel 22 Fox Channel 6, or go to www.westernmassnews.com or 

www.WWLP.com to see if worship services or other church activities haven been 

cancelled due to inclement weather. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.westernmassnews.com/
http://www.wwlp.com/


 
 

 

The Mitten Tree is up in the narthex and ready to be decorated with hats, 

gloves, mitten, and scarves. The tree will remain up through the Advent 

season and all donations will be delivered to the Springfield Rescue 

Mission. 

 

 

Monson Historical Society will be hosting an Open House on December 9 

from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  If you didn't see the World War I display, you will 

still have a chance to see this interesting collection of items related to 

Monson and its participation in World War I both here and overseas. 
 
 

The Brimfield Area Master Singers (BAMS) will be performing three 

winter concerts, titled Journey of Hope, free and open to the public. All 

concerts are on Tuesday evenings, beginning at 7 p.m. at the following 

locations: Second Congregational Church, Palmer on November 27; St. 

Patrick’s Church, Monson on December 4; and Brimfield Congregational 

Church on December 18. Come and enjoy an evening of holiday and 

seasonal music! Kiel Krommer will be accompanying the group. Free will 

donations are much appreciated.  

 
 

There will be a Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long at Second Baptist Church in 

Palmer Sunday, December 16th at 3 P.M.  Listen to the words of Scripture 

and sing favorite carols in this lovely church.  Refreshments will be served. 

 

 



Trustees’ Corner 

 
The trustees want the congregation to be aware of several current issues. 

 

 Scheduling Activities – All activities and meetings that are held at First 

Church must be on the official calendar that is kept by Lee Brahen, the 

office administrator, who works closely with the trustees on building use.  

Call Lee at 413-267-3312 to find out if the time and space that you want to 

use is available.  Ongoing activities like Cub Scouts and choir practice take 

precedence over occasional activities.  For the most part, activities are 

scheduled on a first come, first served basis.  Remember to schedule set-up 

time for events as well if that will be needed. 

 
 Heat for Activities – If you or your group is planning an event or meeting at 

the church that requires heat, please contact the Church Office at 413-267-

3312 or office@firstchurchmonson.org . Steve checks the church calendar to 

see what events are scheduled in order to program the heat. 

 
 Safety in the Building – Although there has not been a specific problem, 

the trustees advise anyone who is working in the church building alone to 

lock the exterior door after entering.  Anyone can walk in if you don’t, and 

the trustees want you to be safe.   

 

 Elevator – At present, the elevator is working, but the venting is still not 

complete.  The trustees hope that this will be finished soon!  Remember: do 

not use the elevator if you are the only one in the building.  If it stops 

working when you are in it, no one will hear your calls for help. 

 

If you have questions about these items, please contact a trustee.   

 

Thank you. 

Suzanne, Chair of Trustees 
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Hearts willing Club 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Potluck Supper 
Christmas Celebration 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Please bring a $5.00 gift for the gift exchange and/or  
a donation to the Monson Open Pantry. 

 
Your favorite holiday dish is a great Christmas gift! Match the first letter of 

your last name to the meal choices below. Rolls and beverages will be 
provided 

 
    A to G         Desserts 
    H to Ma      Salad 
    Mc to R       Main dish 
    S to W         Appetizer 
 

Hostesses: Program Committee 
 
 

 

Members of the Hearts Willing Club recently assembled fifteen “Thinking of You” 

gift bags for homebound members and friends. Thanks to all who contributed to 

this most meaningful ministry. 

 



50
th

 Anniversary Celebration 
 

December 28 is Doug and Suzanne Kelley’s 50
th
 

wedding anniversary.  To celebrate with their First 

Church family, they will host fellowship on Sunday, 

December 30.  They will provide finger sandwiches, 

hors d’oeuvres, and a cake for all to enjoy.  The Kelleys 

do not want any presents, but they would be delighted if 

you wanted to contribute to the Eva Farr Organ Fund or 

to the upgrading of the sanctuary sound system in their 

honor. Please plan to come to church on this traditionally low-attendance Sunday 

after Christmas!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sundays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 – Alternative Gift Market  

 
Monday, December 10 – Loaves and Fishes serving date 

 
Sunday, December 16 – Monson Open Pantry 

 
Sunday, December 23 – Christmas Pageant 

 
Monday, December 24 – Candlelight Service, 7 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 25 – Merry Christmas! 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

December’s Fruit of the Holy Spirit: Peace 
 

 

 
 

 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” 
-Romans 12:18 (NIV) 

 

 

 

The Christmas Fund 

Remembering Those Who Serve Our Church 

This ministry cares for the active and retired clergy and lay employees of 
the United Church of Christ. This year's theme is "Shepherding the Light." 
Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors in need, but also 
provides for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of 
Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and provide Christmas ñThank Youò 
gift checks next December to low-income retirees. This yearôs offering will 
be received on December 16. 

 

Operation Christmas Child Update 
 

Thanks to everyone’s generous donations, we 

were able to fill 35 shoeboxes for this year’s 

Operation Christmas Chiild. That is ten more 

than our goal! 

 

A special thank you to the women of Hearts 

Willing for the time spent wrapping the 

shoeboxes. They are beautiful and will be appreciated by the children receiving 

them. 

 

 

https://www.uccresources.com/products/the-christmas-fund-2016-special-mission-offering-pension-boards-ucc?variant=1042266028


Update from Baker’s Lane Biscotti  

  

Great news to share! I now have my official branding and logo, thanks to the hard 

work of my cousin Karen, who is a graphic artist in Philadelphia.  

My first vendor fair was on November 17 at the Ludlow Boys and Girls Club! I 

will also have a table at the holiday fair hosted by the Distinguished Young 

Women of Greater Easthampton on December 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 

Eastworks Building in Easthampton. My biscotti and pizzelle will also be for sale 

at the Amherst Winter Farmers’ Market, which is held inside the Hampshire Mall 

in Hadley, near      Target. I will be there on Saturdays, 12/1, 12/15, 1/12, 1/19, 2/9, 

and 3/2.  

Thank you to members of our church family who have already placed orders for 

these simply-made delicious treats. Every sale results in money coming back into 

First Church. I also want to thank everyone here for your support and kind words 

as this venture begins. I love to bake in our church kitchen, filling the building with 

heavenly aromas.  

One final heart-felt thank you to John, who left me a lovely cookbook with a 

beautiful sentiment, thanking me for baking! It was such a wonderful and 

unexpected surprise—you really made my day! Please just let me know which 

John you are so I can thank you in person.  

Gratefully, Lyn   

 

 

 

Biscotti  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


